
Bury Church of England High School 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

I can’t believe that another term has passed us by in the blink of an eye.  This has 

been a very busy term where we have continued to cement our relationship as 

part of the Bishop Fraser Trust family. 

 

There have been many exciting things happen in school this half term, including 

the achievement of the Quality Mark for PE, graded at Distinction.  We achieved 

the School Games Gold Mark as well and certainly; this edition of the Grapevine 

truly shows off the range of activities offered by the PE Department. 

 

Our pupil council elections have taken place and the Senior School Officers 

have been eagerly gathering pupils to capture their voice and feedback ideas 

and developments suggested by our pupils.  I am always inspired by the ideas of 

our young people and their drive to make the school and their wider community 

a better place.  Our Year 8 pupils recently took part in a litter pick for the local 

community and ensured that our Trust value of living well together was expressed 

by their practical actions. 

 

I was also inspired by the Talent Show which took place on Friday 9 December. 

Pupils of all year groups took part and the performances were simply excellent. 

Since I have been here, this was the first large school event to take place, this 

due to the last two years being so restricted by COVID.  It was a wonderful 

evening, where we were entertained and marvelled by the expressive arts and 

performance arts.  We are blessed to have so many talented individuals and this 

again, ties in with our motto ‘Let Your Light Shine’. 

 

We have had a number of trips go out this half term, including theatre trips, a visit 

to the Banksy Art exhibition and an ice-skating trip to name but a few.  It has 

been lovely to continue to re-grow the opportunities we can offer our pupils to 

develop the whole child, not just their academic side. 

 

We have had visiting clergy in our school this term, including Reverend David 

Brae, who has been in each week to offer chaplaincy to our pupils at lunch time. 

Reverend Simon Watkins of St Peters Parish Church has kindly offered to work with 

our Year 7 pupils and offer chaplaincy to the year group and, as always, Rector 

Julian Heaton continuing his support to the School in many ways, including 

leading our Advent communions. 

 

As we reach the end of term I am also looking forward to finishing the term with 

our traditional pupil Carol Service with Key Stage 3 going up to the Parish 

Church.  This will also be my first Carol Service as Headteacher and again, after 

two years of restrictions, it fills me with joy to be able to do this.   

 

I wish you all and your families a wonderful, restful and spiritual Christmas. 

 

God bless. 

 

Mr S Braithwaite  

Headteacher 
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YEAR 7 GIRLS FOOTBALL 
The Year 7 girls football team took part in the Bury 

Schools 5v5 indoor tournament on Thursday 1 

December at St Monica’s High School. 

 

With unfamiliar rules of no overhead height & not being 

allowed inside the area the girls had to quickly adapt in 

their first game against Parrenthorn High School.  They 

did really well against a good team, with goals from 

Sophie and a penalty from Sarah and some outstanding 

saves from Dakota, who volunteered to be in goal for 

the first game.  The game ended 2-2. 

 

The second game was against Unsworth Academy.  The 

girls had really found their feet by this point and it 

showed.  Sarah went in goal leaving Dakota to play 

outfield and supported by her team mates she scored 4 

goals.  With further goals from Sophie and Bella we 

ended the game with a 6-1 win.  An outstanding result 

in an 8 minute game of football. 

 

The third game was against hosts St Monica’s.  Our goal 

was looked after by Bella and Sarah taking half the 

game each.  Again we played some good football 

which resulted in 2 further goals from Dakota in a 2-1 

win. 

 

The girls played intelligent football and were confident 

to make their own decisions which paid off in the 

games.  They worked well as a team, supporting each 

other by taking turns in goal and to be a sub.  We were 

good in defence and attack with Talia, Ava, Bella and 

Maisie putting in some great tackles and getting the 

ball forwards. 

 

Well done to the team: Bella (C), Dakota, Sophie, Ava, 

Sarah, Talia and Maisie.  A very impressive performance. 

YEARS 7-9 GIRLS CHRISTMAS 

FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 
As an end of term treat the girls 

footbal l  t ra in ing sess ion on 

Wednesday 7 December after school 

became the ‘Years 7-9 Girls 4v4 

Christmas Football Tournament’.  The 

girls were tasked with entering a 

team of four players into the 

tournament and giving themselves a 

team name.  Five teams entered; we 

had the Flying Squirrels, the 

Untouchables, the BCBs, ‘England will 

win the World Cup and the Potatoes. 

 

Every team played four games each.  

And even though there were a lot of 

laughs and fun being had the girls 

were still very competitive.  There 

were some very close games, with 

draws and some wins just by the odd 

goal. 

 

It was great to see the girls in three 

year groups mix and the overall 

winning team with 11 points was the 

‘BCBs’.  The team was made up of 

Harriett and Amelia from Year 9 and 

Dakota and Sarah from Year 7.  All 

the girls taking part were rewarded 

with a little gift. 

 

We are now looking forward to more 

football in the New Year and 

welcome any girls who wish to give it 

a go to join in on a Wednesday after 

school. 

YEAR 8 BOYS FOOTBALL 
The Year 8 Boys Football ‘A’ team played in a central venue league at Elton over 3 weeks 

against a number of other local schools.  The attitude of all the students from Bury Church who 

attended was excellent and all of the students were a credit to the school.  The results for Bury 

Church were as follows:  

 

Game 1 - Bury Church 2 Derby 0  
 

Game 2 - Bury Church 0 Elton 1  

 

Game 3 - Bury Church 0 Totty 0  

 

Game 4 - Bury Church 2 St Gabs 0  

 

Game 5 - Bury Church 3 Woodhey 0  
 

As a result of the above results Bury Church finished third overall in the central venue league. 



YEAR 7 BOYS FOOTBALL 
The Year 7 Boys ‘A’ team also played in the central venue league at Elton against as number of 

other local schools and this took place over three weeks.  All the students who attended from 

Bury Church demonstrated superb 

attitudes.  The scores were as 

follows: 

Game 1 - Bury Church 0 Tottington 1 

 

Game 2 - Bury Church 2 Elton 1 

 

Game 3 - Bury Church 0 Woodhey 2 

 

Game 4 - Bury Church 1 Derby 1 

 

It has also been fantastic to see up 

to 40 students attending football practice each week and this has been taking place in the 

Sports Hall.  There will more games after Christmas for all of the Year 7 students who have been 

attending football practice each week through ‘A’ and ‘B’ team games. 

BADMINTON AND PE BREAKFAST CLUB UPDATE 

Badminton Club has continued to run every Thursday after school throughout this term.  It has 

been great to see students from different year groups attending and we hope to get some 

Badminton fixtures after half term so students can compete at Badminton against other schools.  

Badminton is also on every morning at the PE Breakfast Clubs alongside Basketball.  Badminton 

Club and the PE Breakfast Clubs are open to all students. 

 

TEN PIN BOWLING COUNTY FINAL 
On Wednesday 14 December, 6 students represented the school in the mainstream schools SEND 

Greater Manchester County Final for Ten Pin Bowling at Hollywood Bowl in Bolton.  These students 

did extremely well whilst out of school and did the school proud.  

 

The students who represented our school were: 

Millie B (Y10), Georgina M (Y10), Jo S (Y11), Roza C(Y11), Ella S (Y11) and Kayden F (Y11). 

 

Georgina M won the game between our students scoring 107 with 1 strike and 3 spares and 

Kayden F came in second place scoring 102 again with 1 strike and 3 spares.  Both of these 

students got awards for getting over 100 points along with 18 other students from 14 other schools 

in the county. 

 

Please congratulate the students on representing the school excellently throughout the morning 

of the competition as this was great to see. 



RUGBY UPDATE 

The PE Department were 

delighted to work alongside 

Sedgley Park Rugby Club to offer 

some coaching to our Year 7 

Boys.  Sedgley Park sent some of 

their Under 12’s coaches into 

deliver 2 sessions at Bury Church 

and we were delighted to have 

access to this expert coaching.  

We had lots of Year 7 Boys who 

took part in the two training sessions and the students who attended really enjoyed the sessions.  

This link with Sedgley Rugby Club also provided a pathway for our students to play Rugby outside 

of school for Sedgley. 

 

After February half term, we are delighted to have Salford Reds coming into school to deliver 

Girls Rugby sessions and Boys Rugby sessions every Monday through after school clubs.  The PE 

Department are also planning to offer some Girls Rugby afternoons that Salford Reds will lead, 

and more information will follow about this after Christmas. 

 
BASKETBALL UPDATE 

The Year 9 Boys Basketball team have recently played in 2 

competitions.  The first was in the Year 10 Bury Schools 

Basketball competition at Philips.  All the students who 

played did really well especially as they were playing 

against students from the year above.   

 

Bury Church lost to Canon Slade, beat Hazel Wood and 

then lost to Bury Grammar 

 

When the Year 9 team played in the Year 9 Basketball 

competition at Philips they lost to Philips ‘A’ team, beat The 

Heys and then beat Philips ‘B’ team.  All the students who 

played worked really hard and demonstrated excellent attitudes.  

 
NETBALL UPDATE 

The Netball season has been back underway, and the Years 7-10 Netball teams have 

represented our school exceptionally well.  Our fixtures and results are below: 

 

 

Bury CE (Y9) 31 St Monica’s 7 Player of the match:  Niamh C 

Bury CE (Y10) 2 St Monica’s 22 Player of the match:  Emily B 

Bury CE (Y9) 44 Elton 2 Player of the match:  Niamh C 

Bury CE (Y10) 20 Elton 17 Player of the match:  Maisie T 

Bury CE (Y7) 4 The Heys 1 Player of the match:  Maya T 

Bury CE (Y8) 16 The Heys 0 Player of the match:  Talia A-M 

Bury CE (Y7) 4 Philips 1 Player of the match:  Maya T 

Bury CE (Y8) 12 Philips 0 Player of the match:  Lexi M 

Bury CE (Y7) 2 Woodhey 12 Player of the match:  Elyse C 

Bury CE (Y8) 10 Woodhey 8 Player of the match:  Katelyn W 

Bury CE (Y9) 19 Parrenthorn 10 Player of the match:  Isobelle V-J 

Bury CE (Y10) 17 Parrenthorn 39 Player of the match:  Ruby F 



ASSOCIATION FOR PE QUALITY MARK 

The PE Department at Bury Church have been reapplying 

for the Association for PE Quality Mark.  As part of this 

process the PE Department had to complete a review of 

the PE and school in school.  We were then assigned an 

external moderator from the Association for PE called 

Gina Wallis.  Gina visited Bury Church on Thursday 24 

November and met with various staff and students.  Gina 

was really impressed with our students and the 

moderation visit went well.  Gina then had to complete a 

report that went to a national panel who will decide if 

Bury Church has achieved the Association for PE Quality 

Mark.  We are delighted to announce we achieved the 

quality mark with distinction.  
 

SPORTS COUNCIL 

The PE Department has been developing the student 

Sports Council in school to help us improve PE and school 

sport.  Miss Tonge and Miss Heaton met with the Sports 

Council during this half term on 15 November and 

students from all the different year were able to offer 

some feedback to help the PE Department improve.  

There were lots of good ideas from the Sports Council to help us improve PE and school sport at 

Bury Church.  PE staff discussed the student feedback from the Sports Council in our half termly 

department meeting.  The member of the Sports Council are as follows: 

 

Year 11 Sports Captains and Senior Prefects - Billie-R B, Liam B, Olivia M, Theo A 

Year 10 Sports Council - Emily B, Abbie I, Bella T, Nicolas J, Joe R, Edward L, Fleur C, Jacob G 

Year 9 Sports Council - Riley S, Harrison S, Harry T, Luke M, Niamh C, Beth S, Evie E, Harriet P 

Year 8 Sports Council - Talia AM, Amy L, Isabelle L, Melanie M, Jake S, Rich B, George T, Aidan T 

Year 7 Sports Council - Talia H, Bella C, Maya T, Katie W, Luke C-M, Ethan C, Peter G, Asa C 
 

PE STARS OF THE WEEK  

The PE Stars of the Week are regularly selected and can be achieved by one or more of the 

following criteria: 

 

• a positive attitude to learning in PE 

• a commitment to extra-curricular PE clubs 

• an improved attitude to learning in PE 

• excelling in sport outside of school 

• being a positive role model 

• excellent sports leadership  

• player of the match award for PE fixtures 

• excellent theory work in OCR Sports Studies or AQA GCSE PE  

• volunteering to help and support in PE 

Girls Winner and Reason Boys Winner and Reason 

Well done to Clair P in Year 11 who is a 'PE Star of 

the Week' for getting the highest Girls score in the 

Year 11 multistage fitness test in AQA GCSE PE. 

Well done to Alfie C in Year 11 who is a 'PE Star of 

the Week' for getting the highest Boys score in the 

Year 11 multistage fitness test in AQA GCSE PE. 

Well done to Faith G in Year 11 who is a 'PE Star of 

the Week' for an excellent start in AQA GCSE PE 

and for commitment to extra-curricular Dance. 

Well done to Edward L in Year 10 who is a 'PE Star of 

the Week' for excelling at Cricket outside of school 

and for an excellent start in Year 10 AQA GCSE PE. 

Well done to Sienna H in Year 11 who is a 'PE Star 

of the Week' for an excellent attitude to learning 

in PE and for an excellent start in PE to Year 11. 

Well done to Oscar M in Year 11 who is a 'PE Star of 

the Week' for working superbly well in AQA GCSE PE 

and Core PE.  Also, for attending theory revision 

sessions for AQA GCSE PE. 



Girls Winner and Reason Boys Winner and Reason 

Well done Mia D in Year 8 who is a 'PE Star of the 

Week' for an excellent attitude to learning in PE 

and for a really positive start to the academic 

year in PE. 

Well done to Zak W in Year 11 who is a 'PE Star of the 

Week' for making a really positive start in AQA GCSE 

PE and for being the Year 11 Boys Football player of 

the competition on Tuesday this week at the central 

venue league. 

Well done to Lily C in Year 8 who is a 'PE Star of 

the Week' for a superb start to the academic 

year in PE, for commitment to extra-curricular PE 

and for excellent sports leadership skills. 

Well done to Timothy M in Year 11 who is a 'PE Star 

of the Week' for an excellent attitude to learning in 

PE and AQA GCSE PE.  Also, for performing superbly 

well in the school Basketball team and Football 

team. 

Well done to Dakota T in Year 7 who is a 'PE Star 

of the Week' for a fantastic start to Year 7 PE at 

Bury CE High School and for being a positive role 

model to other students. 

Well done to Charlie C in Year 8 who is a 'PE Star of 

the Week' for working really hard in Rugby in PE and 

for a fantastic attitude to learning. 

Well done to Emily B in Year 8 who is a ‘PE Star of 

the Week’ for an excellent attitude to learning in 

PE alongside commitment to extra-curricular PE 

clubs. 

Well done to Nathaniel M in Year 11 who is a ‘PE Star 

of the Week’ for excellent effort in OCR Sports 

Studies and for a high standard of officiating in 

Badminton. 

Well done to Lily-Mae M in Year 7 who is a ‘PE Star 

of the Week’ for a positive attitude to learning in 

PE and for being a great help in practical PE 

lessons. 

Well done to Lewis S in Year 8 who is a ‘PE Star of the 

Week’ for an excellent attitude to learning in PE and 

for commitment to extra-curricular PE clubs. 

Well done to Ellie C in Year 8 who is a ‘PE Star of 

the Week’ for a fantastic attitude to learning in PE 

and for commitment to extra-curricular PE clubs. 

Well done to Riley S in Year 7 who is a ‘PE Star of the 

Week’ for working really hard in PE and for having a 

superb attitude to learning. 

Well done to Leah R in Year 10 who is a ‘PE Star of 

the Week’ for a demonstrating a positive attitude 

in PE since October half term. 

Well done to Aidan T in Year 8 who is a ‘PE Star of 

the Week’ for a fantastic attitude to learning in PE 

and for excelling at Football in school and outside of 

school. 

Well done to Lucy H in Year 11 who is a ‘PE Star of 

the Week’ for being selected to represent 

England at Golf in the Junior European Golf 

Championships in Spain – this is an amazing 

achievement. 

Well done to Joe M in Year 11 who is a ‘PE Star of 

the Week’ for being excellent in PE and for 

consistently behaving well to the highest standards. 

Well done to Talia A-M in Year 8 who is a ‘PE Star 

of the Week’ for consistently being a positive role 

model to other students in PE and for 

commitment to extra-curricular PE clubs and the 

school show. 

Well done to Mack L-W in Year 8 who is a ‘PE Star of 

the Week’ for having a great attitude to learning in 

PE and for commitment to extra-curricular PE clubs. 

Well done to Rhodiyal O in Year 7 who is a ‘PE 

Star of the Week’ for an excellent attitude to 

learning in PE. 

Well done to Anas E M in Year 7 who is a ‘PE Star of 

the Week’ for having a positive attitude to learning 

in PE and for commitment to extra-curricular PE 

clubs. 

Well done to Emily W in Year 8 who is a ‘PE Star of 

the Week’ for excellent effort and commitment to 

extra-curricular activities. 

Well done to Asher B in Year 9 who is a ‘PE Star of 

the Week’ for excelling in the Year 9 Boys Football 

team and for a superb attitude to learning. 

Well done to Megan S in Year 11 who is a ‘PE Star 

of the Week’ for a fantastic attitude to learning 

and for being a positive role model to others. 

Well done to Cole T in Year 11 who is a ‘PE Star of 

the Week’ for an excellent attitude to learning and 

for being a positive role model to others. 



GEOGRAPHY FIELDTRIP: BLACKPOOL 
In October, Year 11 students studying GCSE Geography had the opportunity to complete their 

fieldwork in Blackpool and Cleveleys. Students analysed the land use of Blackpool Promenade 

by recording the type of business on the ground floor.  Students completed a land use map and 

created pie charts to show the percentage of different land uses and of buildings that were 

aimed at tourists.  

 

In Cleveleys, students measured the height of the groynes, which are sea defences, aimed at 

preventing longshore drift.  Students had to decide if the groynes were working, stopping 

longshore drift and building up deposited sediment on one side of the groyne.  

 

The weather, although wet and windy, did not prevent the students from completing their 

fieldwork and their behaviour was excellent. Students commented on how good the behaviour 

was and the day was enjoyed by the majority. 

 

Thanks go to Miss Chapman, Head of Year 11, who led the trip in my absence, to Mr Towers who 

prepared and organised many of the resources needed for the trip and to Miss Middleton, Mrs 

Clarke, Mrs Carling and Miss McAuley who helped lead their groups to collect their data. 

 

This fieldwork is tested on Paper 3 Geographical Applications and is worth 12.5% of their overall 

GCSE. 

Mr Hanson 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
Over the last couple of weeks, we have collected over 200 Christmas gifts for children who will 

be spending Christmas in a refuge after fleeing domestic abuse.  These are some of the most 

vulnerable members of our society.  The gifts will be distributed by KidsOut, a charity working with 

these children, and I know the toys will make a huge impact on Christmas Day.  Thank you so 

much to everyone who donated a gift, and also to the craft club who sewed some soft toys to 

donate. 

Miss Bibby  

YEAR 7 AND YEAR 8 PE REWARDS TRIP - BLACKBURN ICE RINK  
On Tuesday 13 December the PE Department took a group of students in Year 7 and Y ear 8 to 

Blackburn Ice Rink on a PE rewards trip.  Students were selected for this rewards tip for meeting 

the following criteria:  

• Never forgotten PE kit/ part of their PE kit  
• Attends extracurricular activities  
• Excellent attitude and behaviour in all PE lessons  
• Never got a 3 or below on the steps to success across the school  
•  

Students who attended really enjoyed the rewards trip and all were a credit to the school and 

the PE Department.  The rewards trip was put in place following students' feedback from the 

Sports Council meeting we had at the beginning of the half term.  The PE Department hope to 

offer more students rewards trips in the future. 




